
Closing Keynote

Stephen J. Davis (New Haven, Connecticut) 

Evagrius Ponticus in the Coptic Orthodox Church: A
Modern Origenist Controversy and the Contested

Legacy of a Monastic Saint

Roberta Ervine, Professor of Armenian Christian
Studies at St. Nersess Armenian Seminary (SNAS)

Ani Shahinian, Assistant Professor in Armenian
Christian Art and Theology, Grace & Paul Shahinian
Lectureship, SNAS, SVOTS

CONFERENCE ORGANIZERS

Roberta Ervine (Armonk, New York)
Respondent

Giovanni Di Russo (Cambridge, MA)
Evagrius, Proclus, and the Geometric Structure of
Theology in Late Antiquity

5:00 CLOSING DINNER WITH CONFERENCE
SPEAKERS ONLY

“Sitting as a Stranger”
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Second International Conference at 
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Archeological Photos: Photography by Stephen J.
Davis. Visit to Kellia-Pherme in Spring 2005.
Image of Evagrius: Evagrius, as depicted in the The
Kaffa Lives of the Desert Fathers by Nira Stone,
manuscript SJ285, dated 1430, copied in Kaffa at the
Armenian Monastery of St. Anthony the Great;
preserved at the Armenian Patriarchate of Jerusalem.
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FRI, JUNE 5
9:30AM-6:00PM ESTDAY 2 9:30AM-5:00PM ESTDAY 3 SAT, JUNE 6

9:30-10:00 COFFEE & BREAKFAST

Abuna Pistavros Elmacari & Abuna Makar El
Baramousy (Wadi El Natrun, Egypt)
Modern Desert Monasticism: A conversation
Stephen J. Davis (New Haven, Connecticut)
Respondent

10 :00-11 :00
PANEL 9 :  EVAGRIUS TODAY IN THE EGYPTIAN DESERT

11 :00-12 :30 PANEL 10 :  EVAGRIUS & ORTHODOXY

Istvan Perczel (Vienna, Austria)
The Holy Iustus: Evagrius and the Transformation of
Evagrian Contemplative Theology in the Corpus
Dionysiacum
Michael Meshreki (Milwaukee, Wisconsin)
Orthodoxy and Roots of Heterodoxy Intertwined: An
Appraisal of Evagrius Ponticus’ Nicene Orthodoxy and
Miaphysite Christology in His Letter “On the Faith”
Alex Tudorie (Yonkers, New York)
Respondent

1 :30-3:00
PANEL 11 :  LOCATING EVAGRIUS IN T IME & SPACE

Julia Hintlian (Washington, D.C.)
In and Out of the Time of Evagrius: Corruption,
Movement, and Chronology in the Kephalaia Gnostika
and Beyond

12 :30-1 :30 LUNCH

6:30 DINNER WITH CONFERENCE SPEAKERS ONLY

9:30-10:00 COFFEE & BREAKFAST

1 :00-2:15  LUNCH

Francis Tiso (Isernia, Italy)
Evagrius in China: The Book on Profound and Mysterious
Blessedness (Zhixuan anle jing)
Julia Hintilan (Washington, D.C.)
Respondent

Alexander Treiger (Halifax, Canada)
Evagrius in The Noetic Paradise

10 :00-11 :30 PANEL 5
EVAGRIUS IN THE ARABIC AND CHINESE WORLDS

11 :30-1 :00 PANEL 6 :  EVAGRIUS AS THEORIST

Fabien Muller (Tampere, Finland)
Desert Platonism: Evagrius as a Metaphysician
George Tsakiridis (Brookings, SD)
The Harmatiology of Evagrius Ponticus and Its
Application to the Modern Age
Joel Kalvesmaki (Washington, D.C.)
Respondent

2:30-4:00 PANEL 7:  EVAGRIUS & THE PRAYING SOUL

Douglas E. Christie (Los Angeles, CA)
A Height Difficult of Access’: Prayer as Place-Making in
the Early Christian Desert
Julia Seraphima Konstantinovsky (Oxford, England)
Logos, Jesus Christ, and the Life of the Soul in Origen
and Evagrius of Pontus
Francis Tiso (Isernia, Italy)
Respondent

4:30-6:00 PANEL 8 :  EVAGRIUS,  LEARNER & TEACHER

Charles Stang (Cambridge, Massachusetts)
Evagrius of Pontus’ Letter to Melania: A Theory of
Practice
Luke Dysinger (Camarillo, CA)
Contemplative Exegesis and Spiritual Progress in the
Writings of Evagrius Ponticus
S. Peter Cowe (Los Angeles, CA)
Respondent

4:30-6:00 PANEL 4:  EVAGRIUS AS FATHER

Adrian C. Pirtea (Vienna, Austria)
From the “Evagrius the Great” to “A Certain Brotherˮ: The
Fate of Evagrius of Pontus in the Apophthegmata Patrum
Joel Kalvesmaki (Washington, D.C.)
Coaching from the Desert: Reflections on the Maxims
Useful for Life (CPG 6583) as a Possibly Authentic Work
of Evagrius
Peter Bouteneff (Yonkers, New York)
Respondent

4:00-4:15  COFFEE BREAK

6:00 DINNER

11 :45-12 :00 COFFEE BREAK

1 :30-2:30 LUNCH

12:00-1 :30 PANEL 2 :  EVAGRIUS IN ARMENIA,  PART I I

Jesse S. Arlen (New York, New York)
Evagrian works in the Curriculum of Armenian Monastic
Academies
Hovsep Karapetyan (Washington, D.C.)
“Words Under Sealˮ: Veiled Instruction in Evagriusʼ Ban
Khratʿu and Its Armenian Reception
Robin Darling-Young (Washington, D.C.)
Respondent

3:00-4:30 
PANEL 3 :  EVAGRIUS IN THE LATIN & SYRIAC WORLDS

Leszek Misiarczyk (Warsaw, Poland)
The Reception of Evagrius Spiritual Teaching in the Latin
version of Sententiae ad monachos
Matteo Raterio Poiani (Padua, Italy)
Reading and Copying Evagrius in Syriac in fifth and sixth
centuries
S. Peter Cowe (Los Angeles, CA)
Respondent

8:30-9:00 CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST RECEPTION

9:00-11 :30 PANEL 1 :  EVAGRIUS IN ARMENIA 

Opening Prayer & Episcopal Blessings
Primate of the Eastern Diocese, 

His Grace Bishop Mesrop Parsamyan
Opening Remarks by Seminary Dean Rev. Fr Mardiros

Chevian & Director of Studies, Dr. Roberta Ervine

Robin Darling-Young (Washington, D.C.)
The Creation of the Monastic Teacher: The Gnostikos of
Evagrius in its Greek, Armenian and Syriac Versions

Abp. Anoushavan Tanielian (New York, New York)
Evagrius in Nersēs Lambronats‘i's Commentary on the
Psalms

S. Peter Cowe (Los Angeles, CA)
Evagriosʼ Place in the Curriculum of the Northern
Vardapets: The Case of Grigor Abasu Ordiʼs Girk‘
Patčaṙac‘ (Book of Causes)
Boghos Levon Zekiyan (Venice, Italy)
Respondent

DAY 1 THU, JUNE 4
9:30AM-6:00PM EST


	Giovanni Di Russo (Cambridge, MA) Evagrius, Proclus, and the Geometric Structure of Theology in Late Antiquity
	Roberta Ervine (Armonk, New York) Respondent
	Closing Keynote
	Stephen J. Davis (New Haven, Connecticut)
	Evagrius Ponticus in the Coptic Orthodox Church: A Modern Origenist Controversy and the Contested Legacy of a Monastic Saint
	Roberta Ervine, Professor of Armenian Christian Studies at St. Nersess Armenian Seminary (SNAS)
	Ani Shahinian, Assistant Professor in Armenian Christian Art and Theology, Grace & Paul Shahinian Lectureship, SNAS, SVOTS


	“Sitting as a Stranger”
	Evagrius in the Desert & Beyond
	Second International Conference at  St. Nersess Armenian Seminary
	June 4-6, 2026
	Archeological Photos: Photography by Stephen J. Davis. Visit to Kellia-Pherme in Spring 2005.
	Image of Evagrius: Evagrius, as depicted in the The Kaffa Lives of the Desert Fathers by Nira Stone, manuscript SJ285, dated 1430, copied in Kaffa at the Armenian Monastery of St. Anthony the Great; preserved at the Armenian Patriarchate of Jerusalem.



	DAY 1
	9:30AM-6:00PM EST
	Jesse S. Arlen (New York, New York) Evagrian works in the Curriculum of Armenian Monastic Academies
	S. Peter Cowe (Los Angeles, CA) Respondent
	Adrian C. Pirtea (Vienna, Austria) From the “Evagrius the Great” to “A Certain Brother”: The Fate of Evagrius of Pontus in the Apophthegmata Patrum
	Joel Kalvesmaki (Washington, D.C.) Coaching from the Desert: Reflections on the Maxims Useful for Life (CPG 6583) as a Possibly Authentic Work of Evagrius
	Peter Bouteneff (Yonkers, New York) Respondent

	FRI, JUNE 5
	Alexander Treiger (Halifax, Canada) Evagrius in The Noetic Paradise
	Francis Tiso (Isernia, Italy) Evagrius in China: The Book on Profound and Mysterious Blessedness (Zhixuan anle jing)
	Julia Hintilan (Washington, D.C.) Respondent
	Fabien Muller (Tampere, Finland) Desert Platonism: Evagrius as a Metaphysician
	George Tsakiridis (Brookings, SD) The Harmatiology of Evagrius Ponticus and Its Application to the Modern Age
	Joel Kalvesmaki (Washington, D.C.) Respondent
	Douglas E. Christie (Los Angeles, CA) A Height Difficult of Access’: Prayer as Place-Making in the Early Christian Desert
	Julia Seraphima Konstantinovsky (Oxford, England) Logos, Jesus Christ, and the Life of the Soul in Origen and Evagrius of Pontus
	Francis Tiso (Isernia, Italy) Respondent
	Charles Stang (Cambridge, Massachusetts) Evagrius of Pontus’ Letter to Melania: A Theory of Practice
	Luke Dysinger (Camarillo, CA) Contemplative Exegesis and Spiritual Progress in the Writings of Evagrius Ponticus


	DAY 3
	SAT, JUNE 6
	9:30AM-5:00PM EST
	Abuna Pistavros Elmacari & Abuna Makar El Baramousy (Wadi El Natrun, Egypt) Modern Desert Monasticism: A conversation
	Stephen J. Davis (New Haven, Connecticut) Respondent
	Istvan Perczel (Vienna, Austria) The Holy Iustus: Evagrius and the Transformation of Evagrian Contemplative Theology in the Corpus Dionysiacum
	Michael Meshreki (Milwaukee, Wisconsin) Orthodoxy and Roots of Heterodoxy Intertwined: An Appraisal of Evagrius Ponticus’ Nicene Orthodoxy and Miaphysite Christology in His Letter “On the Faith”
	Alex Tudorie (Yonkers, New York) Respondent
	Julia Hintlian (Washington, D.C.) In and Out of the Time of Evagrius: Corruption, Movement, and Chronology in the Kephalaia Gnostika and Beyond




