ST. NERSESS ARMENIAN SPIRITUALITY SERIES 4

i Praycrs

,‘ or Cacholicos
| Simeon (Jerevancsi
| (c.1710-1780)

Edited and translated by the faculty of
St. Nersess Armenian Seminary
New Rochelle, New York

“'
i
A
b W@
i
|
H
| |
|
| l ‘
|
© St. Nersess Armenian Seminary 2005 ‘ !* St. Nersess Armenian Seminary
| 2005



Concencs

Introduction
v

The Prayers

Foreword
1
A Prayer for the Morning Hour
11

A Prayer in the Evening, at the Hour of Sleep
13
Prayer for All Those at Rest and Especially
for Our Families and Benefactors
15
Prayer for Our Enemies and for Those Who Wish Us Ill
17
Thanks to God for His Special Benefits to Our Armenian Nation
19
Prayer to the Most Holy Mary, Bearer of God
27
Prayer to the Heavenly Hosts

31



This booklet bas been donated
in loving memory of
Mary (Sabaganoush) Der Bedrosian
May 4, 1915 - March 31, 1998)
by ber family.

Incroduccion

This most recent booklet in the St. Nersess Armenian
Seminary’s Spirituality Series has been a special pleasure
to produce, for the following reason. Catholicos Simeon
Yerevantsi’s Prayerbook was the first volume to be
printed by the newly established Etchmiadzin press in
1772. It was reprinted by the same press in 2003 for the
1700th anniversary of the Etchmiadzin Cathedral’s
consecration. In celebration of that anniversary, the
faculty of St. Nersess Seminary provided a full translation
of the Prayerbook into English for its editor, the Very
Rev. Fr. Sahag Shakarian, as a gesture of support and
appreciation for his work towards making the entire
body of Catholicos Simeon’s writings available to the
Armenian faithful. The excerpts which comprise this
booklet are taken from that complete translation.

Catholicos Simeon I was a native of Yerevan. He
taught in the Etchmiadzin seminary, and many notable
clergy of later days were proud to say that he had been
their teacher. While still a deacon, Simeon was sent to
India as catholicosal legate. Then, as a young priest, he
became involved in church politics. His choice of the
losing side in more than one confrontation made his life
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difficult. Leaving Etchmiadzin he became a philosophy
teacher in Istanbul. With his patron Yaghoub Amira he
made a pilgrimage to Jerusalem, where he gained repute
as a fine preacher.

Simeon was finally chosen Catholicos in the fifth
decade of his life. He led the Armenian Church from
1763-1780; in other words, during the time of the
American Revolution. On the opposite side of the world,
the Americans were also involved in the era’s
development of secular, liberal political ideals.

As Catholicos, one of the difficulties Simeon faced
was the problem of how to exercise his spiritual
authority over people living under not only different, but
even enemy governments. Split between the empires of
the Ottomans, Persians and the Russians, it was natural
that some Armenians, at least, should dream of a more
united region for their own.

Together with the politically active Bishop Hovsep
Arghutian, Catholicos Simeon pondered the possibilities
for Armenian autonomy under the umbrella of the
Russian Empire. At the same time, he tried to restrain the
more heady ideas of diasporan Armenians, especially
from the Indian Armenian community, whose members
he knew well from the days when he had served in India
as legate. Thinkers and writers in this community,
theoreticians like Shahamirian and activists like Emin,
wanted great changes for their compatriots in the
homeland, without taking into account the
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consequences that their plans might bring to those “on
the ground.”

Having become Catholicos at the end of a period
characterized by internal and external unrest, Simeon
found himself concerned with administrative reform. He
instituted a record-keeping system for the catholicosate’s
official correspondence and for monitoring the activities
of his legates. Liturgical reform, too, occupied his mind.
His publication of an official Festal Calendar meant that
churches in diverse areas could be sure of celebrating
the feasts on the same days and in the same orderly
fashion, something that had not always been possible in
the past.

simeon was a builder, too. He surrounded the
catholicosate compound with a rampart-like wall,
making it less vulnerable to theft and invasion from
outside. Within the compound he built new buildings,
improved the water system and renovated the cathedral
roof, while at the same time working on other building
projects in the surrounding village and caring for the
upkeep of the region’s Armenian churches, including the
famous prison of St. Grigor the Illuminator, Khor Virap.

Defense of the faith in the face of energetic Roman
Catholic missionaries was another of Simeon’s major
concerns. He encouraged Bishop Petros Aghamalian to
write a set of Armenian commentaries on Holy Scripture,
and to produce other religious books for the education
of clergy who were being trained to serve in an

v
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increasingly complex world.

Fortunately for us, Simeon was a prolific writer. All
the major events and issues of his reign found their way
into his volumes, as did the results of his research into
the Mother See’s property deeds and governmental
papers, which he gathered into an archive.

The Prayer Book

Among his numerous books is the one presented
here. Simeon was a man of deep personal piety, and it
was the book of his own prayers on behalf of the
Armenian people and church that he chose as the
maiden volume for his newly established printing press.
In his introduction to it, he says that prayer was for him
both a spiritual means of relaxation and an absolute
necessity. Prayer, Simeon tells us, opens the door to
God’s miraculous work in the world. And, most
wonderful of all, prayer can be practiced by anyone.
There is no need for one to be a spiritual athlete in order
to pray. In fact, quite the contrary is true: “Here you
have a medicine that is easy to find, simple, applicable to
everything, and always readily available; to which there
is no impediment and no difficulty.” Sickness, sin, need,
sorrow, joy, thanksgiving can all be brought to God in
prayer; prayer is a way of “seeking God’s company” in
any situation.

Incroduccion

Yes, as Christians we pray together in public, in our
churches. But even if we are not physically in the same
space, Simeon reminds us, our private prayers bring us
together. As Catholicos, Simeon felt the need of our
prayers; in this book, we too have a share in his.

Following the introduction, Simeon’s Prayerbook is
divided into thirteen sections: A prayer for himself
comes first, as he considers his own unworthiness for
the office to which he has been called. Then, there is a
similar prayer to be personalized by whoever is using the
prayerbook; for we are all, in our own individual ways,
unworthy of our calling in God. These two introductory
prayers are followed by prayers for the morning hour
and the evening hour, prayers for the departed, and for
our enemies.

After these personal prayers, Simeon offers a long and
touching prayer in lament at the sufferings of the
Armenian nation and her desolated churches in his own
days. Then in a complete change of tone, he thanks God
for the special benefits bestowed upon the Armenians at
their christianization and prays that those blessings be
renewed. Next, a beautiful prayer to the Virgin Mary,
followed by one to the saints who had a part in
beginning and preserving Armenian Christianity. After it
come a prayer to all God’s saints, one directed to the
angels, and another to the Cross. The volume closes with
simeon’s own confession of faith, and a historical

colophon.
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The Armenian of the prayers is simple and direct, in
keeping with Simeon’s feeling that prayer is something
anyone can do. In the pages that follow, we have
included four of the personal prayers: the prayers for the
morning, for the evening, for the departed, and for our
enemies. The prayer in thanks for God’s benefits to the
Armenians, the prayer to the Virgin Mary, and the prayer
to the angels round out the booklet.

While the language of Simeon’s prayers differs from
our own in tone and vocabulary, the feelings he
expresses are as applicable to the twenty-first century as
they were to the eighteenth. The feeling that one should
frame the day, start and finish, with prayer; the desire to
rise above pettiness and pray even for our enemies; the
sense of closeness with the departed, whether they be
our own near and dear ones or the great saints; the
assurance that Christ's mother is ours as well, and that
the heavenly hosts are our colleagues in the praise of
God and in His care for us—these are all integral parts of
our own Christian prayer experience.

Simeon would have been pleased, I think, to find his
Prayerbook still in use today, bringing Armenian
Christians together not only across space but across time
too, as we share the hopes and emotions of a great

Catholicos through our reading of his own, heartfelt
words.

‘| :

A Brier Foreword co chis Booklet
Which also Conzains a Liccle
Someching about Prayer
by Cacholicos Simeon (Jerevancsi

I would like here to speak in brief terms concerning the
nature and necessity of prayer. I say brief because first, the
scope of this booklet requires it. Secondly, because if all
theologians past and future were brought together and
wished to speak about prayer, they would not be able to
adequately discourse on its power. For in all the books of
sacred Scripture, both the Old and the New Testaments, it
is to be seen how many wonders and miracles took place
through prayer, as is indeed evident. For this reason,
according to the requirements of this booklet, we shall
briefly state our purpose and conclude.

Now when mankind transgressed the commandments of
God, and was deprived of most-bountiful paradise, and fell
into this deplorable world, three principal deficits resulted:
that is, tribulation, poverty, and sickness of spirit and of
body. But Christ our Lord, who is the all-capable savior, the
all-wealthy king and the all-knowing physician, invented
the remedy for these three deficits; for with his precious
blood he liberated those in tribulation and those who are
held captive by Satan, as was demonstrated plainly to those
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possessed of demons. He filled the poor with goodness,
saying, “Whoever comes to me shall not hunger,” John
6:35) as he also showed plainly to the five thousand. And
he healed the sick by means of various miracles, as was
clearly demonstrated to those in pain. As the Gospel
says, “Great power came out of him, and he healed them
all.” (Luke 6:19) For he healed the physically sick by a
word, and the spiritually sick by means of spiritual
medicines; that is, by fasting, charity, humility,
persecution, the cross, and by means of other virtuous
works. As he said, “Hard and narrow is the way” that
heals the sinner and “leads him to life.” (Matt. 7:14)

But while he implemented these stinging remedies,
flesh-loving and cowardly men grumbled about it, saying
that those remedies were bitter: “If that is so, who can
live?” (Luke 18:26) (Therefore, he taught all the common
people a simple remedy that is useful for everyone, and
cures all pains; that is, to pray. He said, “Whatever you
want, ask and you shall receive it;” (John 16:24) and
“Pray so as not to fall to temptation.” (Matt. 26:41 and
elsewhere)

Here you have a medicine that is easy to find, simple,
applicable to everything, and always readily available; to
which there is no impediment and no difficulty. For
concerning fasting, you may make the excuse, “I am
weak,” and so on; as for alms you may say, “I am poor,
what shall I give?” As for mortification, suffering, faith,

JForetuord

and other such more strictly virtuous deeds you may
rationalize, “They are difficult, I cannot bear it.” But
concerning prayer you have no excuse at all. For in
whatever age, in whatever situation, and in whatever
time and place one may be, whether old or young, rich
or poor, healthy or sick, one may prayer if he wishes. See
then how reprehensible is the person who is lazy in
prayer; who, lacking in all ways and surrounded by
various temptations, visible and invisible, does not
appeal to the One who gives to all, who himself advises,
«Ask and you shall receive,” John 16:24) and “Come to
me all who labor and are in trouble, and I shall give you
rest.” (Matt. 11:28) So, brother, hear the one who calls
with such an abundance of gifts, and go to him. And ask
for whatever you wish.

If you are sick, pray. For Hezekiah was freed of his
sickness through prayer, and extended his life, and was
rescued from Rabshakeh. If you are in trouble, pray. For
the three youths were saved from the furnace through
prayer. If you are a sinner, pray. For the Ninevites and
Manasseh and many others were justified through
prayer, and turned the anger of God into kindness. And if
you need anything, ask for it in prayer for He, the
provider says, “Ask and you shall receive, for he who
asks, receives.” (Matt. 7:8) For according to the teachers
of the Church, as this earth longs for heaven—since it
receives from it dew, rain, heat, light and other energies,
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for without them it cannot remain in existence—so also
man longs for various divine graces and help, without
which it is as if he is dead in spirit even though his body
may be alive. Therefore, as the poor turn to the rich, the
sick to physicians, those in temptation to the able, and
the thirsty to the spring; so likewise human beings,
lacking in all respects and subject to temptation in spirit
and in body, must always appeal to God, and seek His
company through prayer, and ask Him for help.

Now listen: there are two types of prayer, communal
and private. Communal prayer is like the payment of our
common debt, which all of us in common owe to God.
For he created us out of nothing. He created us rational,
he saved us a second time from Satan’s captivity, and He
raised us from the death of sin. He always protects us
and satisfies the needs of our spirit and body. These are
all like debts owed by us, and we pay off this debt
through those common prayers when we all go to
church at the appointed hour and pray together.

Private prayer also, whenever and wherever it may
be, assembles us before God, and we appeal to Him
apart from common prayer. Therefore know this, that
although through common prayer we pay our debt as we
have said, this is however no great grace or show of
fidelity for us, because we have merely paid our debt. It
is as if a person borrows five coins from someone and
later pays him back the same five coins. Now what favor

Forcword
L]

has he done for the giver? For he paid back whatever he
had received. But the great grace and fidelity of the
borrower is when, in paying his debts, he adds
something additional to it, presenting it to the giver.
Then the giver too softens and gives even more to him
when he is asked. We likewise, when we pay off our
debts through common prayer, if we also appeal to God
privately and offer to Him some additional individual
prayer (that is, private prayer), then we are said to be
faithful and we are able to say with the servant who
gained more talents, “Lord you gave me five talents, here
are the five talents; behold I have earned even more.”
Then God too, having become kind toward us will say,
“Faithful servant” because you have been faithful over a
little, I shall set you over much. Enter into the joy of your
Lord,” and “To whoever has, more will be given.” (Matt.
25:20-29) That is, after your ephemeral life, I shall also
give you eternal life.

Now this is the purpose of the two types of prayer
which we have mentioned. But what shall we say about
those who do not pray in common or in private? Alas,
God complains about them through David, that, “He
who ate my bread has deceived me” (Ps 41:9). Indeed, a
Christian who does not go to the house of God, does not
remember the name of God, and does not call to him, yet
says with his mouth, “I am a Christian and I worship
Christ God” deceives God, for he enjoys the good things
of God in the body, and follows Satan and worships
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them. The irrational beast knows his master who feeds
him, always lingers in his house, and does not leave him.
But he who is lazy in prayer, while being a rational man,
does not recognize God his benefactor and does not
remember His name and does not look at His house
which is the Church. In reproach of such people God
says through Isaiah that “the ox knows its owner and the
ass his master’s crib, but Israel has not known me; and
my people did not keep me in mind.” (Isaiah 1:3) So let
such people deprived of prayer consider: how will they
stand before Christ in judgment? What response will
they give or which hell will swallow them up? Doubtless
what happens to them will be what happened to the
foolish virgins, who, as they were knocking on the door
saying, “Lord, Lord, open for us,” heard Christ’s
response, “I do not know you, depart from me;” (Matt.
25:12) and “Depart from me, cursed ones, to the eternal
fire. (Matt. 25:41) For while I called you in mercy saying,
‘Come to me; ask and you shall receive; knock and it
shall be opened to you’, you did not heed me at all. You
did not come to me. You did not recognize me. And now
I say, ‘I do not know you’.” From this situation may the
same Christ God save us!

Now, my beloved ones, although it was inappropriate
to 8o on this long, we felt that the need required it on
account of some of those types of people of our nation
who have become more foolish than beasts. They do not
recognize the door of the church or the hour of prayers.

e
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They do not know how to make the sign of the cross and
they do not remember the name of God and they do not
have prayer. They do not know to what they are called
nor where their end will find them. They not only
prepare their own destruction, but that of their children
and families. For whatever the father does, his son will
do likewise. This is why we have gone on at length, so
that such people may be cautioned and that I may be
freed from conscience and liability.

And now I say this to you, my beloved ones; that
prayer is so essential, necessary and helpful to human
beings in every way, as is evident to all. Therefore, I, a
sinner, who am in need of your prayers and am the
unworthy overseer of my blessed people, have compiled
these brief words of prayer from the holy Scriptures, and
placed them in this little booklet, and I have dedicated it
to my own people as a newly-blooming and fragrant
flower, or as an immature and unripe fruit harvested
from your spiritual orchard planted by God; or as a new
blessing from this Holy See of Etchmiadzin.

You must receive it with particular love and joy for
three reasons. First, because this is the first child of a
barren mother and, as such, is a miraculous child of the
Gospel from your spiritual parent, in this new printing to
which Christ has given success. From our Illuminator
until now your parents have not given birth to such a
child; for even though Abraham had many children from
other women, only Isaac was loved and esteemed for
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being born of Abraham and Sara after such barrenness.
Second, because it is in every respect filled with
necessary and helpful ideas, especially appropriate for
(g)zlrdtimes. In times of war lead is more cherished than
Third, because it is small and easy to carry, and in
particular because it is clear and simple in style. In every
place and at all times it is possible to keep it at hand and
to satisfy the hunger of those who partake of it with
every sort of flavor, just like manna did for the people of
old. Too, it is able to cut off completely the excuses of
ic lazy and to cut down the grumblers, whose custom it
fs t.o say, “It’s too long, it’s too difficult,” etc. So receive
it m love and with eager willingness, and enjoy it
spiritually at least once per day.
e zl&lnd may Christ our God give all of us alertness. May
ear the prayers and lovingly answer the requests of
you who ask. And may I, the editor, also have a part in
Your prayers. Be well in the Lord,

Forctuord

Let this too be knownn to you, my true people.

Let there not be born in the bearts of any the opinion
That this which I bave composed should complete
the deficiency of the boly fatbers;

That I bave composed this book of prayers
as if they bad not composed any.

Or that though they bave composed prayers,
they are not that good or necessary.

Those who think thus do sin, and calumniate us.
For many and sufficient are the books of prayers;

precious they are,

Dedicated to the Armenian people by our blessed fatbers.
But they are bread for the perfect;
this, like milk for children.
The radiance of golden objects intensifies next to copper.
Especially since they are great in price,

unavailable to the common person.

Holy Trinity and one God
0 Lord, ready to bear, and merciful.
Hear the sighs of your servant,

Who appeals to you, lamenting.

9



A Prayer
ror che (Norning Dour

“Lord, if you open my lips, my mouth will sing your
praise.” (Ps. 51:15) Blessed is the consubstantial, united
and undivided Holy Trinity, the Father and the Son and
the Holy Spirit, now and always and unto the ages of
ages. Amen.

I give you thanks, my Lord and my God, and I bless
and glorify your holy name, you, who have preserved
me, your undeserving and sinful servant, from all dangers
and temptations during this night. You have brought me
peacefully to this morning hour, and made me worthy to
see the light of your mercy. And now I ask you, my Lord
and my God: protect me also during this day by your
same mighty hand, and save me from all dangerous
occurrences, from visible and invisible enemies and from

i all thoughts, words and deeds that lead to sin. Keep my
steps straight, so that any sin may not take control of me.
Lead me in good thoughts, true words, and constructive
deeds that are conducive to blamelessness. Watch over
and guide your fallible servant in all of my steps, save me
«from the scandal of the demon at noon,” (Ps. 91:6) and
«direct the work of my hands and grant my works
» (Ps. 89:17) Prepare what is needed for my soul

SUCcCess.
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and body and lead me in peace, without sin and
temptation, to the evening hour. So that at that hour too
I may glorify the Holy Trinity, to whom glory is due
always, and unto the ages of ages. Amen.

Prayer in che Cvening,
ac che Nour of Steep

I thank you, my Lord and my God, and 1 praise and
glorify your holy name, for you have kept your unworthy
and sinful servant during this day and brought me
peacefully to this evening hour. Now I beseech you, my
Lord and my God, who created the day for working and
the night for resting our weak natures, let this your
servant sleep in body but remain wakeful in soul and in
mind. My Lord and God, behold I sleep, and am prostrate
like a lifeless corpse, and I do not know when or how I
shall rise. For this reason I commit my soul, body and
everything about me to your infinite mercy. I entreat you
also to seal the place and the dwelling, the goings out
and comings in of this your servant by your almighty
right hand, so that I may sleep safe and secure, in peace
and without temptation. Protect me from all spiritual and
physical enemies, and save me from their traps, from
that which lurks in the darkness, from the terror of the
night, from demonic illusions, and from terrifying
apparitions. Purify my mind of all distracting
ruminations, vile thoughts, and all the motions that give
rise to sin. Raise up as guardian and overseer for this,
your guilty servant, the camps of your heavenly armies,
together with my own angel, and the sign of the all-

13
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victorious cross of your Christ, by which I shall sleep
safe and secure during this night, and arrive in peace at
the morning hour so that at that hour too I may glorify
the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, to whom is
always due glory and worship forever and ever. Amen.

Prayer por AU Chose
at Rest and Cspecially
ror Our Families and
Beneraccors

I entreat and beseech you, O most compassionate
God, for our people, for all those who, long ago or
recently, have fallen asleep with faith and hope in you.
And especially for my physical and spiritual parents, my
brothers, sisters, relatives, loved ones and friends, my
spiritual teachers and tutors in goodness, my teachers,
and all those who have worked on our behalf, and for
our benefactors who have fallen asleep in you.
Remember them in your mercy on the great day of your
coming. Grant them forgiveness of all their sins and
errors and rank them among your saints at your right
hand; let them hear your blissful words, “Come, blessed
of my Father.” (Matt. 25:34) In return for the favors they
have shown us, reward their souls ten-thousand fold and

forgive them all their debts. Glory be to you forever and
ever. Amen.



Prayer por Our Cnermies and
ror Chose (Uho Uhsh Us 1

Now, my merciful and most-compassionate God,
Jesus Christ, I have asked of you good things and mercy
for my family and benefactors, as is necessary and as the
law of our nature demands. Now I beseech you also for
my enemies; as you yourself said by your blessed mouth,
“Do good to those who hate you.” (Luke 6:27)
Therefore, falling down before you I entreat your most-
abundant Mercy to have mercy on all my enemies as
well, and on those who hate me, those who wish me ill,
those who have harmed me, and all others who think,
speak, do or wish to do evil against this your servant, and
who gossip, malign and curse me, whether legitimately
or illegitimately. Do not be angry at them for my sake,
my Lord, but excuse them and forgive their sins. For
they sin against me, and I am truly a sinner and deserving
of all criticism and reproach. I sin against you, who are
entirely fair and always good to me. Therefore, if they
are deserving of your anger, I am much more a son of
perdition than they, and more deserving of punishment.
For this reason I beseech you, my Lord, who are a
fountain of all goodness and an infinite sea of mercy, that
you have mercy on them, and on me with them. Forgive
them all their errors towards me, and turn them from

17
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their evil, converting it into good, so that all of us may
contritely walk according to your pleasure and offer up
glory to you with the Father and the Holy Spirit. Now
and always and unto the ages of ages. Amen.

Thanks co God for Mis
Special Benefics o Our
Armenian Nacion.

And Renecwed Requescs Chac
De Be Jer QDore Mercipul

and Benevolenc

Taking up again my petition to you, o merciful God, I
beseech you on behalf of the remnant of our nation. That
is, for our monasteries and churches, and for the clergy
and all our people. Those whom you have preserved
until now in stability and in good order I pray with great
earnestness that you will continue to preserve in your
care to the glory of your holy name. Do not regard my
sins and my unworthiness, but rather look to your own
inexhaustible love and your immeasurable care for
humanity. And those things which I ask according to my
own faulty nature and according to my own weak
thoughts, do indeed grant through your omniscient and
inerrant wisdom, you who know, so much better than
we can ask or think, our needs and the things which are
for our benefit.
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Now, before I lay my petitions in front of you,
spreading them out to you my God, I recall with
enormous gratitude the great and principle benefits
which you have bestowed on our Armenian people in
particular. So that you may be compassionate and have
mercy upon us, if not sparing us for our own worthiness,
then having regard to those benefits.

First, O my Lord Jesus Christ, I recall to you the See
which you built and established, for our parent in faith
and in spirit is Holy Etchmiadzin, whose foundation you
laid by your descent, whose shape you dictated through
your divine light, erecting and establishing it as its all-
wise architect. I speak of Holy Etchmiadzin, which like a
most brilliant sun, rose over the plain of Ararat and, like
a flashing and precious jewel, lent its luster to the city of
Vagharshapat. You set it in the midst of the Armenian
nation as a storehouse of your inexhaustible grace, and
you made it gush forth as an cternally flowing fountain of
spiritual gifts in the land apportioned to Torgom.

For this reason you made it an object of desire and
envy in the eyes of all peoples and lands. With special
love did you bestow this singular, most superlative and
incomparable gift upon us Armenians, your little flock.
And not only this, but with a remarkable love you singled
us out among the nations in many other ways as well.
For although every nation and people has its See and its

churches, yet they were not formed of light and built by
God as was our See of Holy Etchmiadzin.

20
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And although other believing nations have pastors
and holy illuminators, yet none of them, like our
Illuminator St. Gregory, was purified and refined through
fifteen years of testing in the crucible of diverse tortures,
a living death.

Other nations have writing and an alphabet with
which to flesh out your incorporeal and divine word, yet
none of them was given explicitly by you and drawn by
your own finger, as was our writing.

And while you have called many nations to yourself
and made them your faithful ones through the preaching
and teaching of your holy Apostles and disciples, yet
because the Armenians were especially dear to you, you
were not satisfied to gather them through your Apostles
and their preaching, but, as it were, you who are God all-
powerful and beyond labor, expended such labor and
took such pains [on our behalf] that by sheer force and
through unprecedented miracles you called us to yourself
and made us your own special people (1Pet 2:9).

You have ordained kings and physical princes for
other nations; for our Armenian nation, your little flock,
you yourself became king, lord, and prince, teaching us
that “My kingdom and the kingdom of those who belong
to me is not of this world,” John 18:36) and that,
according to your faithful Paul, those who are Christians
should crucify their flesh (Gal. 5:24). And that when you
sometimes make us suffer and admonish us at the hand
of others, that too is a demonstration of your paternal

21
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and particular love, for those whom you love you
a.dmonish and chasten. (Rev. 3:19) All of these things are
Si80s and heralds of the particular and outstanding love
and compassion which you have towards our
Insignificant Armenian nation,

In truth, O my Lord, you have not dealt with other
Pe.oples .as You have with us. Now, we have nothing
with which to repay you for your many beneficences
€xcept eternally to offer our praise and grateful thanks to
You,.O God who have no need of anything.
us S(::)lcneorol]. have done great and exceptional things for
be’nevolen:"lthhold from us the lesser and easier ones, O
possible an dand mef,cﬁl.l God, for whom everything is
O benevole te verything Is easy. I beseech you therefore,
true pro ml.l and merciful God, according to your own
immOVablelse’ to keep firm and fixed upon the
Etchmiadzin 1'<;u(.:k our See and our Mother, Holy
Us as the pa,r‘: ch you yourself established and gave to
Armenians thclcfl;lar glory, boast and consolation of us
Insure that’ the ock who foﬂow the Illuminator’s faith.
grace of the j, Tvcr bountiful and spiritually nourishing
the world shall(l)aztsi)mtltl dJoes not fall fram it s long a5
anc; of our Churche’s ‘0 € consolation and rejoicing of us

r
resple(:;]cn(ia[};h?s day €¢mpower and render more
cause it to ship, €] which you established among us;
of your pja € to all the ends of the earth, for the glory
€. According to your true pledge, forever
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glorify in the eyes of all the sacred place of your feet.
Through your almighty power crush and destroy those
who strike against that rock, and blind the eyes of those
who look askance at it.

Keep it ever ornamented and splendid with patriarchs
of your choosing, with bishops and church doctors
magnificent in your grace, and with all its children. Be
the aid and succor of our present patriarch, the
Catholicos (name) at all times; may he be pleasing to you
in all his endeavors, and in all his way of life. Preserve
him in peace for many years, for the majesty of your
sacred house and for the consolation of us your servants.

Together with our holy See, preserve also all our
other monasteries and churches in edification, in good
order and in peace, together with their primates,
teachers, priests and princes, with their people and with
all their congregations, free and unblemished by any
foreign or deviant heresies. Set your Cross, the sign of
your all-victorious and unconquerable power, together
with the armies of the heavenly hosts and the ranks of all
your saints, as protector of our holy churches and their
children, by day and by night, and save them from all
spiritual and physical enemies and temptations in order
that through them your name may be glorified forever.

O Lord our God, grant to our spiritual pastors and
primates the wisdom inspired by you, and the meekness
and humility ordained by you, so that they may shepherd
your flock according to your will and so that, when you
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the Great Shepherd appear, they may be able to say with
boldness, “Here am I and the children you have given
me,” (Isaiah 8:18) and receive from you the crown of
glory. Arm them with power and courage that they may
be able to stand against the wolves that would slay their
sheep, and against those who would violate our
churches and our religion.

Give to our priests sensitivity and purity in order that
they may be able to serve your holy mystery worthily
and be forthright mediators between you, O God, and
the people, offering to you their prayers and drawing
down upon them your mercy. By making profitable use
of the talents you have given them, may they receive
from you many times as much.

To our deacons, choristers and all the children of our
holy churches grant modesty and studiousness so that
they may each remain blameless in their calling, serve
your holy church in a worthy manner and by )yfbu be
named good servants, noble and trustworthy.

' Lord, accept the works of those who labor, and the
g:fts of those who give to your holy church for your
tg‘ory, and to Qlc?ase you. In return grant them many

Imes more, spiritually and physically, and make them
worthy of that bliss which the merciful shall inherit.

To the princes and leaders of our people give piety
and firm faith in you, love and unity with one another
and Cf)mpassion and solicitude towards the poor and,
those in trouble, Cause them to be esteemed and favored

the Praycrs

in the eyes of all authorities and oppressors so that they
may be the pride and joy of your church and the help
and comfort of the population, and so that they may be
servants pleasing to you and receive from you their
reward together with all your saints.

Remember, O Lord, our entire nation, your little
flock, wherever they may be, great and small, men and
women alike, and visit them all for your great mercy’s
sake. Allow them all to live in love and peace, in the faith
of the Illuminator and in virtuous works, in safety and in
upstanding conduct. Be their help and succor at all
times, when they lie down and when they rise up, at
home and on the road, on sea and on the dry land, in
their give and take, in their life and in their work. To all
their beneficial and blameless activities grant success and
a good outcome.

In addition, grant health to the sick and the suffering,
gladden the sad and soothe the wounded. Liberate those
in prison and in captivity. Save those who have fallen on
times of trial. Fill the needs of those who lack in soul and
in body. Bring help to all those who are without
recourse and who have no assistance, and visit them.
Turn the unrepentant and the obstinate from their evil
ways, have mercy on them all in accordance with your
great mercy, and preserve them in peace, so that having
been merciful to them all you may be glorified by them
all, always.

I ask you also, my Lord and my God, to give peace to
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the whole world; reconciliation to kings; love and
submission to those under them; prosperity and security
to cities, provinces and villages; fertility to vineyards and
fields, and a fullness and abundance of all good things.

In your mercy, remove from every land and people,
and especially from the land and people of Armenia, all

wrath and other adversities, sickness and various kinds of

suffering, famine, sword and pestilence and all other
distressing and injurious eventualities which come upon
us because of our sins, so that in everything and in all

things your name may be glorified forever and ever.
Amen

Prayer co che (Mosc Doty
(Mary, Bearer of God

After knocking with much personal anguish at the
door of the mercy of our God and your Only-begotten
Son Jesus Christ, I now turn to you with tearful face. I
fall prostrate at your pure feet and knock at the door of
your motherly mercy, O Mary, blessed by all, holy Bearer
of God. That which I asked of your Son I also ask of you,
and that which I hoped to obtain from Him I hope to
obtain from you. For you became the bride of God, the
almighty Father, who is capable of and sufficient for
everything. You became the mother of the Son of God,
who is compassionate toward all and loves humankind.
You became a dwelling for the Spirit of God, who is rich
in everything and generous. You became both a
storehouse and treasury for the most Holy Trinity, who is
the source of every goodness and fulfiller of heavenly
and earthly beings.

Now, O Holy Mary, Bearer of God, what would God
the Father withhold from you, He who loved you so
much that He granted you His Only-begotten Son
through whom He created all creatures? What would
God the Son withhold from you that you would ask of
Him, He who loved you so much that He dwelt in your
womb and sat in your lap, who feeds all but was fed
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from your breasts, who was your God and Lord but
became your son and called you mother? God the Spirit,
too, loved you so much that He entrusted His co-equal in
essence to you and He who adorns everything rested in
you and made you the lodging place for His unending
gifts. What could be lacking that you do not possess? For
I truly believe that, according to the angel’s word, the
Lord and Giver of all spiritual gifts is with you, (Luke
1:28) and your Son is verily in your lap. Whatever your
Son has is yours, and whatever you ask of Him, He will
nc?t withhold. And you are able to give to whomever you
will: as your Son says through the mouth of Solomon,

“Ask, my mother; for whatever You may ask, I shall not
turn my face away.”

Therefore, O Mary, holy Bearer of God, next to God

Yyou are the expectation of His creatures. You are the joy
of the sorrowful, deliverer of the tempted, helper and
comf‘ort of believers, and hope and refuge for sinners. In
keeping with this, Your beloved Son on the cross left to
you, through John, those who would believe in Him, as a
be‘ques‘t. Saying, “Woman, behold your son,” (John
19:26) it was as if He said, “Those who believe in Me are
{iurs,. anq henceforth they are committed to you.”

1X€wise, in the persona of John He said to us who

believe: “‘Behold your mother’; (John 19:27) from now
on ask of her whatever you wish.”

Now, O Mother of compassion Mary,

holy Bearer of
God, I t00 am ope of the believers in your o

beloved Son, a
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pitiful person in spirit and body and wanting in
everything. I long for your motherly pity. Being
oppressed and wounded by spiritual and physical
enemies, I desire your help. Sinful and guilty in
everything, I desire your support and your infusion of
hope. For this reason I fall prostrate before you, O holy
Bearer of God, and beg you to gladden your suffering
servant and to comfort me. Fill the shortage in my soul
and body with your unfailing grace. Deliver me from
spiritual and physical enemies and from every temptation
through your unflagging power. Purge me and cleanse
me from all my sins through your holy and immaculate
virginity. Be a mediator and commend me, sinful servant
that I am, to your only-begotten Son, that He may accept
my pleadings which I have presented to Him and that He
may fulfill my requests; that He may forgive my mistakes
and pardon all my sins; that He may accept me again into
his love and care and that He may keep me as it pleases
His will for as long as I am in this body. And after the
present life, may He make me worthy to behold Him in
bliss. For I surely believe, O Mother of mercy, that if you
were to mention me but once before your beloved Son,
it would make my joy and my security in every way
complete. If you were to show Him your pure breasts
but once, that would be sufficient for my salvation and
my absolute deliverance. And if you were to remind Him
of just one drop of the tears which you shed at the time
of His crucifixion, it would mean the forgiveness of all
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my sins and life altogether eternal. These are, one and all,
€asy and possible for your motherly compassion,
abundant in mercy; and they are altogether essential and
necessary for me, your pitiful servant. And having found
mercy from you, I shall glorify your only-begotten Son,
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, and shall praise you

with thanksgiving, Mother of mercy, forever and ever.
Amen,

Prayer o cthe he&vcn(g Doscs

Now my entreaty is directed to you, O heavenly and
incorporeal, fiery and spiritual, sun-bright and luminous
ones, pure and immaculate intellects, holy ones who sing
“Holy” to God and glorify the all-holy Trinity without
ceasing. You who stand ever before the throne of His
glory and serve His inerrant command. You who are the
world’s overseers and guardians, and the incessant
mediators and intercessors for humankind. You who are
specifically arranged by God to entreat Him on behalf of
sinners, saying, “You created them; have mercy upon
them. Do not destroy them, and do not ignore the works
of Your hands!”

Now, O blessed and glorious Thrones, Cherubim,
Seraphim, Dominions, Powers, Principalities, Authorities,
Archangels and angels, and you, O angel who especially
guard and protect me, God's unworthy servant. I beg
you now, humbling myself with reverent face, to stand
watch and guard over me, your sinful servant and help
me at all times. Save me from spiritual and physical
enemies, and from all harm and temptation, and
especially from these present dangers (name any
dangers you face). Offer before God the prayers of me,
a sinner, as is your wont, and intercede with Him on my
behalf, saying, “Have mercy; You created him, do not
destroy him!” so that through your appeals He may
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forgive my errors, erase the writ of my transgressions,
and write me into the Book of Life. And after this life,
through your mediation may He cause me to stand at His
right hand and call me into His eternal kingdom, so that

together with you I may glorify the Father, Son and Holy
Spirit for ever and ever. Amen.

che Praycrs

Loved Ones who have asked
[OR PRAYERS
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